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ASK THE DOC
“I calve in the fall. What nutritional considerations do I need to make to
keep my herd healthy and productive?” – Bruce in North Dakota
Answered by Dr. Jason Sewell, Kay Dee Feed, Ph.D. Nutritionist

Jason Sewell, Ph.D. Nutritionist

A

These immunoglobulins are shown to fight bacterial infections,
especially those that cause scours.

In addition to high-quality rations for your breeding herd, it
is critical that your cows are provided with the vitamins and
minerals they need to birth healthy calves and extend their
reproductive lives. Both macro and micro minerals are directly
correlated to healthy growth and development. If mineral status
decreases, immune function is the first to be affected, followed
by growth and reproductive health.

Kay Dee’s Super Ranger CLR Kaydets (Calving Lactating
Rebreeding) is a specific line of quality mineral designed to meet
the reproductive needs of your herd. CLR Kaydets provide:

s producers prepare for the upcoming fall calving
season, it is important to ensure that cows are
receiving the nutrients they need to produce a healthy calf.

Specifically, trace minerals are crucial in the role of the
immunity of the cow and her calf. Before birth, the cow’s
immune system serves to protect the calf as well. The calf
cannot fight off desease on its
own for the first 10 to 14 days
post-calving.

Therefore, it is imperative that the mineral status of every cow
is excellent so that the calf will receive strong passive immunity
via the colostrum.

• 12% phosphorus that will ensure optimum health and
immunity during this high stress period,
• Chelated minerals, which provide higher bioavailability to the animal,
• High amounts of vitamins A, D, and E to promote immune health.
Super Ranger minerals may
also be enhanced to include
CTC or Special M (MOS) and
deliver increased disease
protection for both the cow and
calf.
If less phosphorus is required,
Super Ranger 8.2 Xtra
Kaydets with 8% phosphorus
provides similar levels of
vitamins and minerals as
Super Ranger CLR Kaydets.

Because of this, cows must
receive correct levels of these
traces to be able to provide
rich colostrum for the newborn
during the first few hours of life.
Through this colostrum, the
cow will deliver antibodies
to the nursing calf, mainly in
the form of immunoglobulins.

CALCIUM
PHOSPHORUS
COPPER
ZINC
MANGANESE
SELENIUM
VITAMIN A
VITAMIN D
VITAMIN E

Continued on back page.

SUPPORTS:

DEFICIENCY MAY RESULT IN:

Fetal growth, milk production
Fetal growth, milk production
Enzyme activity
Immune health, reproductive tract health
Fetal growth
Immune health, enzyme activity
Immune health, milk quality
Bone growth
Immune health

Poor calf growth, decreased milk quality
Delayed estrus
Delayed estrus, reduced libido, decreased conception, infertility
Fetal mummification, lower birth weights, prolonged labor, delayed estrus
Poor fetal development, dwarfism
Increased mastitis, retained placentas
Abortions, retained placentas
Poor appetite, decreased growth
Increased mastitis, white muscle decease in calves

‘CLR’ KAYDETS
CONTAIN:
14%
12%
5,000 ppm
8,000 ppm
7,000 ppm
26 ppm
350,000 IU/lb
30,000 IU/lb
350 IU/lb

8.2 XTRA KAYDETS
CONTAIN:
21%
8%
5,000 ppm
7,000 ppm
6,000 ppm
26 ppm
300,000 IU/lb
35,000 IU/lb
250 IU/lb
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In addition to mineral status, the pregnant cow will experience
a 20% increase in her need for protein and energy as she
prepares to calve and lactate. Achieving a good body condition
score prior to calving will increase birth weights as well as help
the cow breed back quickly. Kay Dee protein and energy tubs
such as the Hi-EN-R-GY or the Range and Roughage Fortifier
product lines can prevent deficiencies in your herd. These
products deliver extra energy and protein to supplement diets
during times of increased demands.

Intensive nutritional attention should occur during the last
30 days before calving, as this is the time when the calf
experiences 65-75% of its total growth, up to the time of
rebreeding and completion of lactation. Doing so will improve
efficiency of both breeding and growing strategies, thus
protecting and increasing your economic gains.
Feed Kay Dee mineral and protein products to ensure the
success of your herd during the fall calving season. 

Have a question? Send it to us on our contact page. www.kaydeefeed.com/contact.html or call 800-831-4815

IT PAYS TO FEED KAY DEE MINERAL!
September through December:
Buy 10 bags of any Kay Dee Super Ranger Minerals,
or 5 Super Ranger Feeding Stations,
and receive a $20 Visa gift card.

See www.kaydeefeed.com starting in
September for redemption details!

SEE US AT THESE UPCOMING TRADE SHOWS
Dakotafest, August 20-22 in Mitchell, SD
Clay County Fair, September 7-15 in Spencer, IA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
1919 Grand Avenue • Sioux City, IA 51106
800.831.4815 • www.kaydeefeed.com
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