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Preparing for Spring Calving

A

The 100 Most Important Days of a Cow’s Life.

s spring calving season approaches, it is time to start
thinking about preparation for calving. Often one of the most
overlooked items on the list is mineral supplements, and their
significance for cow and calf health. Macro (Ca & P) and Micro
(Cu, Zn, Mn, Co, etc.) minerals are key for optimum health.
The immune system relies on trace minerals such as zinc,
manganese, copper, and selenium to function properly. The
influence on the cow’s immune system before calving is critical
to the unborn calf’s health. The immune system is made up of
neutrophils, phagocytes, and natural killer cells. They serve as
the first line of defense for the animal, and require copper and
zinc to function properly. When the availability of copper and
zinc are decreased, so is the function of the cells that comprise
the immune system.

How does this influence the unborn calf? In utero, the immune
system of the cow also serves to help protect the calf. Once
the calf is born, it is critical that it receives colostrum (within the
first 2-4 hours of life), which is rich in antibodies that boost the
short-term immunity of the calf. IgG1, IgG2, IgM, and IgA are
the most abundant antibodies produced by the body. These
antibodies protect the calf until its immune system can adapt
and produce its own antibodies. Since the antibodies found in
colostrum are manufactured by the cow, it is imperative that her
immune system is strong. The use of a quality supplemental
mineral program will help ensure that cow and calf are healthy
through this stressful period.

Annual Phosphorus Demand vs
Phosphorus Supplied by Rations

Most feedstuffs fall short of supplying adequate nutrition especially during calving, lactating, and rebreeding.
Supplementing rations with a “high phosphorus”
mineral from Kay Dee will provide 6.8-17 grams of
phosphorus per day - enough to balance rations and
maximize herd performance.

The use of a quality mineral
program during this stressful
period is the best investment a
producer can make for their herd.
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he nutrient demand of a calving, lactating and rebreeding
cow is 40% higher than a dry cow. The challenge of every
cow-calf producer is to feed rations that satisfy this increased
demand 30 days before calving to produce a live, healthy calf
and 70 days after calving to return the cow to proper body
condition for rebreeding and to wean the heaviest calf possible.
Supplementing with a Mannanoligosaccharide (MOS)
mineral product may be beneficial during the stress of
calving season. MOS is a prebiotic feed additive containing
mannanoligosaccharides and beta-glucans, both of which are
beneficial for immune system maintenance. Research has shown
MOS has a positive effect on competitive exclusion of pathogenic
bacteria in the gut of an animal. Research has also shown that
predominant ruminant species of bacteria are unable to grow
on MOS, thus MOS is not degraded in the rumen and remains
effective in the intestine. MOS can be added to several Kay Dee
products for an additional nominal cost.

Kay Dee offers a line of quality minerals which assist in
ensuring that the immune systems of the calf and cow are
in prime condition. Kay Dee Super Ranger CLR (12% P) is
formulated to contain a blend of organic and inorganic trace
minerals and vitamins that supplement the immune system
with high levels of copper, zinc, manganese, selenium and
increased levels of vitamins (A, D, and E). If less phosphorus
is required, Kay Dee Super Ranger 8.2 XTRA is a perfect
complement to the ration. Kay Dee Super Ranger 8.2 XTRA
contains similar levels of traces and vitamins as the Super
Ranger CLR.
Bottom line is, as calving season approaches; don’t impair the
health of calves. Feeding quality Kay Dee minerals 30 days
prior to spring calving, throughout lactation and re-breeding
can ensure a strong immune system, a more efficient calf, and
stronger cow.

Starting
February 2013
(for a limited time)

Offer good on the
following products:
All Super Ranger Kaydets
are $2 a bag/$80 a ton off.
All Super Ranger Mineral
Blocks are $1.50 a
block/$75 a ton off.
All Super Ranger Feeding
Stations are $4 each, or
$80 a ton off.

Kay Dee offers a line of quality
minerals which assist in ensuring that
the immune systems of the calf and
cow are in prime condition.

Stop by to see us at the upcoming KFYR Agri
International Show in Bismarck, ND
February 14-15
Nutrients provide an important role in lactating and rebreeding cows.

